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PINNACLE- HP ALLIED MAINS 


A fair (archaic: faire or fayre), also known as a funfair, is a 

gathering of people for a variety of entertainment or 
commercial activities. It is normally of the essence of a fair that 
it is temporary with scheduled times lasting from an afternoon 
to several weeks. 


A festival is an event ordinarily celebrated by 
a community and centering on some characteristic aspect of 
that community and its religion or cultures. 


Fair & Festivals 
Bharara Fair 

This fair is held in village Bharara near Kumharsain and people 
of all castes and creed participate. The fair is held on the 1st of 
Jaistha(May), It is being celebrated from ancient times. Devta 
Koteshwar is brought in the fair and goats are sacrificed in its 
honour as a mark of respect. The fair is cultural and 
recreational and ‘Natti’ dances are performed. People also 
enjoy ‘Hindola’ ride. 

Bhoj Fair 

This fair is held in village Guman in Rohru tehsil in the month of 
November, for three days in honour of Devta Bansor, Parshu 
Ram and Kilbaru. Devta Bansor is the presiding deity.Beside 
paying homage to the deities ‘Natti’ dances are performed by 
the people. The fair attracts a huge crowd. 

Lavi Fair 
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Lavi fair of Rampur is the most important fair of the district and 
state. It is a commercial fair held on the 25th of Kartika 
(November). It is said that the fair was related to the signing of 
trade treaty between the erstwhile Bushahr State and Tibet.. 

Mahasu Jatar 

This fair is celebrated at a place about 6 Kms from 
Shimla-Kotkhai road near Mahasu village on the 3rd Tuesday in 
the month of Baisakha(May) for two days. The fair is a very old 
one and is held in front of the Durga Devi temple by a large 
gathering who throng the place from the neighbouring areas. It 
is believed that a Rana of Badoli lived in Chakroth near Mahasu. 
He had built Durga temple there. After the abolition of his jagir 
the Rana left the village and the vilagers of Mahasu constructed 
a temple of Durga in their own . 

Pathar-Ka-Khel-Halog 

This fair is held in village Halog of tehsil Shimla. Halog was the 
capital of erstwhile Dhami state. The fair is held on the second 
day of Diwali in the month of Kartik(November). In ancient 
times human sacrifice,it is said, used to be offered to goddess 
Kali every year at the spot where the fair is now held. It is also 
said that on this day the widow of a ruler of the state 
performed ‘Satti’ and that before doing so she had ordered to 
make human sacrifice henceforth. Human sacrifice was stopped 
after sometimes. Stone throwing fight between two parties is 
the main attraction of the fair and whatever blood oozes out 
from the wounds caused by injuries on the bodies of the 
participants is collected and offered to the Kali. Apart from the 
stone throwing game the ‘hindola’ ride is also enjoyed. 

Sipi Fair 

This fair is held every year in Sihpur below Mashobra on the 1st 
of Jaistha(may) in honour of Sip Devta. It is very old fair and the 
Rana of Koti used to be the chief visitor. 

Summer Festival 

It is held every year in the month of May at Shimla. 

Winter sports festival 



Ice-skating in Shimla is a big attraction for the sports-lovers 
during winter. Shimla is the only place in Asia which has the 
privilege of having a natural Ice-skating rink of the kind and 
offers a popular pastime to the participants and on lookers 
alike. 

Rohru Fair 

This fair is held in Rohru on the 9th and 10th of Baiskha (April) 
on the banks of river Pabbar in honour of Devta Shikru. 

Festivals 
Makar Sankranti 

Although Makar Sankranti is an all-India festival it is celebrated 
a little differently in Kangra. It is said that Mata Barjeshwari got 
herself hurt while fighting the great Demon Mahishashura. To 
cure herself she applied ghee or clarified butter on her wound 
and it soon healed. During the Makar Sankranti a big fair is held 
at the Brajeshwari temple for seven days and special puja is 
also offered to the deity. Butter sculptures, flower decorations 
are as much part of the festivals as are holy dips at the Ban 
Ganga. Bhajans or hymns to the deity too add to gaiety. 
Shivaratri and Navaratri 

Shivaratri is another all-India festival celebrated little 
differently in Kangra. "Rh 

Navaratri 

Navaratri is also another important all-India festival celebrated 
with gaiety in Kangra. Out of the nine days, the Durga Ashtami 
holds special significance for the people here. On that day 
devotees go to offer puja at the local Durga Temple. 

Chait 

Chait, also known as Dholru, is an important festival for the 
people here. In Kangra, Hamirpur and Bilaspur, the festival 
takes place on the first day of the month of Chet. In Kangra, the 
festival is celebrated so as to drive away all that is bad and to 
usher in prosperity and happiness. Dholru, a special genre of 
songs, are sung on this occasion. 

Biswa or Baisakhi 
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Biswa in Kangra is celebrated at the end of the Spring Festival. 
Generally it falls on 13th April. However, preparation for the 
festival starts much earlier. Houses are cleaned and where 
possible they are applied with fresh coat of paint. The pious 
also take a holy dip in Ban Ganga. Fairs are held on this 
occasion and residents take part in it with full gusto. 

Haryali 

Haryali is held on the first day of Shravana (generally 16th July) 
in the honor of the Rain God. Ten days prior to this festival 
seeds of five to seven different kinds of grains are mixed 
together and sowed in a basket filled with earth. It is either 
done by the head of the household or by the family priest. On 
the day of the Haryali clay idols of Shiva and Parbati are 
married off because the devotees believe that it is Their union, 
which causes fertility to the land. 

Sair and Nawala at Kangra 

Sair is basically a festival of thanks giving and is held in 
September or October. A barber goes round with a fruit in a 
basket (galgal) and the residents bow to the fruit wishing for a 
rich harvest. Nawala is also a festival of thanksgiving, but it is 
mainly celebrated by individual Gaddi household of Kangra. 

This particular festival is dedicated to Lord Shiva, who is 
believed to have driven out all kinds of misfortunes and 
calamity. 

Kullu Dussehra 

Dussehra is celebrated in most parts of the country on Vijya 
Dashmi to commemorate the victory of Rama over demon king 
Ravana. 

Pipal Jatra/ Vasantotsava 

The traditional name of Vasantotasava is Pipal Jatra or it is also 
called Rai-ri-Jach. It takes place at Dhalpur, Kullu on 16th 
Baisakh every year. 

Minjar Fair 
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Minjar is the most popular fair of Chamba which is attended by 
a large number of people from every nook and corner of the 
district. 

Suhi Mela 

The fair begins on 15th Chait and lasts till 1st Baisakh. There is 
an interesting legend regarding circumstances leading to this 
fair. There being no convenient and sufficient water supply, 

Raja Sahil Varman was anxious to provide one for the town. He 
therefore got a water supply scheme made from the Sarota 
Nallah round the shoulder of the Shah Madar hill, behind the 
town. Unfortunately, the water refused to take the course, 
prepared for it. This was attributed to some supernatural cause, 
keeping in with the superstitious belief of the time. The spirit of 
the stream must be propitiated and the Brahmans on 
consultation counseled that either the Rani or her son should 
be sacrificed. 

Another legend regarding this connection that the Raja himself 
had a dream in which he was ordained to sacrifice his son but 
the Rani importuned to be accepted as a substitute. The Raja 
was not prepared to accede to the wishes of the Rani and 
wanted to offer some one else for the purpose. But the Rani 
insisted and ultimately her wish prevailed. 

Accompanied by her maidens and bare-headed, she trekked 
her way upto the hill to the spot near the village of Balota, 
where the water course leaves the main stream. There a grave 
was dug and the Rani was buried alive. The water began to flow 
as soon as the grave was filled and has ever since flowed 
smoothly and abundantly. 



The son and successor of Sahil Varman, Yugakara mentions his 
mother's name in the only copper plate of his region as Nenna 
Devi and she may probably have been the 'Rani' referred to. To 
commemorate this great sacrifice, a small shrine was later 
erected by her husband on the spot where she is said to have 
sat down for rest on her way to sacrificial site. A fair was fixed 
to be held at this place yearly from the 15th of Chait to the 1st 
of Baisakh. This fair came to be called Suhi Mela and was meant 
absolutely for women. 


Baisakhi or Bisoa 

This festival is observed on 1st Baisakh, the Hindu new year's 
day. 

This festival is celebrated from 1st Baisakh with the same 
observances as are customary during the Holi; the only 
departure being that Hori is held at a different time. It is 
believed that a Raja may have died during Holi celebrations 
thereby necessitating the postponement of the festival for ever. 
Hori was celebrated with much fervour and festivity during the 
state regime.(chamba) 

Nag Panchami 

This is held on the fifth day of the dark half of Jeth as a worship 
of snake. Men draw picture of snakes in their houses and offer 
their prayer to them. 

Bhojri 

This festival is held for two days following the Minjar fair 


Khaul Mela in Pangi 


This is held on the full moon of Magh. A large lighted torch is 
carried by the leading person of each hamlet and waved before 
the nearest idol. At night a feast is held and the people make 
shell torches called chaink and swing them round their heads 
and throw at the walnut trees in the belief that if the torch is 
caught in the branches, the thrower will have a son. 

Sil or Jukaroo Mela of Pangi 

It is observed on the new moon of Magh or Phagun after the 
Shiva Ratri as a day of rejoicing to mark the advent of spring. At 
the day break the people go to the houses of their friends and 
relatives with sattu and mandas (wheat cakes) and eat and 
drink with them repeating the salutation bhala dhada (may you 
be well). This festival continues for days together till the people 
have visited all their relatives in far off villages. 


Naina Devi Fair: 

This fair is held in the month of August, at Naina Devi Temple, 
in district Blaspur, which is 8 km. from the Gangul Power House. 
This is the most delightful fair in district Bilaspur. 

hrewal : 

It is also known as Prithvi pooja in some places. It is 
celebrated on the 1st of Bhadon - middle of August 


Renuka Fair: 
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This fair is celebrated in the month of November for six days in 
district Sirmaur. It starts ten days after the famous Diwali 
festival.lt is a state fair. 


The Nalwari Fair: 

This fair is held in the month of march every year. The idea of 
this fair was conceived by W. Goldstein. He was the 
Superintendent of Shimla Hill States in 1889. The idea was 
motivated by a shortage of the good breed cattle, especiaaly 
bullocks. Now this fair has become more a business 
opportunity event. It is a state fair. 


Sissu Fair: 

Sissu is a common fair celebrated all over the Buddhist 
Himalayas. Its main attraction is always a masked dance but 
because of a part of monastic rituals, it is always staged inside 
the monastery on the attached courtyard. The fair is celebrated 
on different dates at different places. At Sissur Gompa it is held 
in June, at Gemur Gompa in July and at Mani Gompa of 
Gondhla in August. 


Dal Fair: 
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It is held on the bank of lake Dal, in the month of August in 
district Kangra at Dharamshala. This area is also ideal for a day 
picnic. 


Nalwari Fair: 

It is held in district Kullu at Manali in the month of May. It is a 
very famous fair and a large number of prople gather in this fair 
from near and far. 


Dungri Fair: 

It is held in district Kullu at Manali in the month of May. 

Sarshi Jatra Fair: 

In district Kullu, at place Naggar in the month of May. 

Banjar Fair: 

In district Kullu in the month of Mat and June. 

Markanda Fair: 

In district Bilaspur at place Markanda in the month of April. 



1 


Sipi Fair: 

In district Shimla near Mashobra in the month of May. 


Thalog Fair: 

This fair is held in the honour of Devta Rahatna whose temples 
are located at Thalog and Jabna. It is held at the end of 
Baishkha, in Prgana Jakholi of Chopal. It is 13 km. away from 
Chamba. The game archery, numerous sweet shops and Jhula 
are the main attractions like other fairs. 


Phul Yatra Fair: 

Phul Yatra fair is held in Pangi at Killar in 'Asoj' every year. It 
denotes the start of a closing season in this snow bound valley. 
Offerings are made to local goddess, in whose honour it is 
celebrated. The tribal people enjoy, dance, sing and drink in gay 
mood forgetting everything else for the time being. In Kinnaur 
and Lahaul-Spiti some annuar fairs are held which have left 
deep impression on the community life of the tribals. One of 
the main features of these fairs is folk dance. Mask dance and 
lion dance are also very famous. 


LADARCHA FAIR 

Previously, this fair used to be celebrated in Kibbar maidan in 
Spit in the month of July where traders from Ladakh, Rampur 
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Busher and Spiti meet in this fair to barter their 

produce.plains. 

PAURI FAIR 

This fair is celebrated during summer in the 3rd week of 

August every year. 

TRIBAL FAIRKEYLONG 

Tribal fair coinciding with Independence day is celebrated 
with great pomp and show from 14th to 16th August, at 

Keylong the headquarters of the district. 

TSHESHU FAIRS 

Tsheshu fair is celebrated in Shashur, Gemur, Kyi, Kardang 
Tabo and Mane Monasteries in the months of June. A 
large number of devotees/ people gather on these 
occasions.Devil dance is performed by the Lamas bedecked in 

colourful dresses and wearing masks of different birds and 

animals. 

FAG LI 

Fagli, locally known as Kus or Kuns is one of the most 
important festial of the Pattan valley. It falls, after a 

fortnight of Khogla on Amawasya (Moonless Night) in the 
first/ second week of February. The houses are fully 

decorated and oil lamps are lit. 

GOTHSI (GOCHI) 

There is a festival of the Bhaga valley which is celebrated 
in February in the houses where a son was born during the 

preceding year. 

Sazo Fair 
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This festival is observed in the month of January. On this day 
the people take their bath in the natural springs and few even 
go to Satluj river for bathing if they happen to live near the 
river. Poltus, rice, pulses, vegetables, meat, halva, chilta and 
pug are the principal dishes prepared on this occasion. In the 
morning the family god is worshiped with the food except meat. 
The hearth is also worshiped near Noon time, the deity is 
brought out and worshiped with wine and halwa A fold dance is 
held. Thereafter the deity is believed to have gone to Kinner 
Kailash. 


Dakrini Fair 


This festival is celebrated in the month of the July. On this day a 
feast is served. The deity is brought out and the villagers dance 
before her. Zongor and loskar flowers are brought from the 
kand peak and their garlands are offered to the goddess. After 
this these flowers are distributed among the villagers. One or 
two members from the family where death might have 
occurred before this festival go to the peak of the hill and ofter 
some food and fruits to shepherd in memory of the departed 
soul. A white flag on which some Buddhist mantras are written 
is fixes there as a sort of prayer for the peace of departed soul. 


IMPORTANT Pilgrimage PLACES IN HP 

Bhimakali Temple, 

Hatkoti Temple (Shimla), 

Jakhu Temple (Shimla), 

Sankat Mochan Temple (Shimla), 
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Baba Balak Nath Temple (Deothsidh), 

Baba Basandi (Bilaspur), Badol Devi (Bilaspur), 
Naras Devi (Bilaspur), 

Shitla Mandir Jangla (Gehrwin), 

Shivalaya Bachhretu (Hamirpur), 

TaraDevi Temple (Shimla), 

Raghunathji Temple (Kullu), 
and Bheemakali Temple (Shimla). 

CHATRARI TEMPLE BHARMAUR 
PARASHAR TEMPLE MANDI 
SHIKARI DEVI KARSOG MANDI 
LAKSHMI NARYAN TEMPLE CHAMBA 
CHAURASI TEMPLE CHAMBA 
KARDANG MONASTERY LAHULSPITI 
KYE MONASTERY(LS) 

THANG YUG GOMPA(LS) 

GURU GHANTAL MONASTERY(LS) 

Mata vaishno maha devi tirth temple ,kullu 
Tarna devi temple , Mandi 
Lomash rishi temple , Rewalsar 
Koyla Mata temple ,Sundernagar 
Dhoongtri temple ,Manali 


DHARAMSHALA: The stone church of St. John lies on a motorable road 
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between Mcleodganj and Forsyteganj 8 Km from Lower Dharamshala 
(Kangra) 




